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1. Attached herewith are Nicholas Poppe «s answers to 
the nine questions, which are believed to have originated in 
tits Foreign Office, asked of BC/l&R on 9 Decenber 1952 by 
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1. Ques t To what extent is the Mongolian Peoples Revolution-' 
ary Party (M.N.R.P.) run by Mongols. To what extent - If 
any - do Buriats or Russians appear among officials of the 
Party organs such as the Politburo? 

Ans i The Mongolian People's Revolutionary Party (MNRP) is 
sines t entirely ran by Mongolians or Buriats. The Central 
Ccandttee and all city, regional or district eoanittees con- 
sist only of Mongols* In the Central Condttee councilors 
are present who are Soviets and come directly from Moscow. 
Prior to the dissolution of the Cosdntern the Soviet eoun- 
eilnr was called a "representative" . The Coodnfom seat a 
representative who acted in the saner capacity as the Cesdn- 
tern nan. These persons are sort of liaison officers between 
the Communist Party in Moscow and the MSRP and their orders 
cons directly frost Moscow. Soviets do not appear as sobers 
of the Politburo but Buriats do. Btsserous Buriats are in 
toy positions in the Party but their positions are such that 
they never appear too obyioue or conspicuous. ?or instance, 
the Party secretary in the Central Ccanittee or Regional 
Comittee Is a Mongol but the second or third secretary is 
very often a Buriat. In certain instances a third secretary 
toy be nore important than the first secretary. All of the 
indoctrination and propaganda tasks are in the. hands of 
Boris ts. This is understandable because the Buriats have 
Been under closer Soviet direction for a ouch longer period 
than the Mongols . When I was in Ulan Bator in 1930-1934, 
Bldob Ochlr (a Mongol) was secretary of the Central Con- 
nittee and (a Buriat) was second secretary. 

2. Ques t The latest figures for Heasbersbip of the M.N.R.P. 
are 28,000 (as for December 1947) - of which 6.5# are 
described as workers, 54.5# "working cattle-breeders " f 38.6$ 
"working intellectuals " • Does the party membership in fact 
extend to Mongol nooads, i.e., cattle-breeders? 

Ana « There were and still are nutorooa cattle breeders who 
are members of the MNRP as this organization is sonewhat 
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different than Coanmmist Parties elsewhere. It is possible 
for Mongols to join the Party and not change their way of 
Hying Much. Mongols are permitted to believe in their gods 
and worship than and private (land or chattels) ownership is 
allowed* The only requirements of members are to be watch- 
ful and disclose enemies, they must support the government 
in its campaigns and activities, fulfill the various produc- 
tion plans and do something In order to increase their 
political horizons (attend political meetings) • 

3. Ques t Has Outer Mongolia any trade by caravan or otherwise 



a* China c. Inner Mongolia 

b* Tibet d* Slxddang 

• r or 'have the Soviets a complete monopoly of its foreign trade? 

hat The Mongols do sot have any private international trade 
e*>x do private individuals send caravans to China, Tibet, 
Inner Mongolia or SlriVisng. All of the international trade 
Is handled by a state monopoly and is done through the mixed 
Soviet-Mongolian state owned corporation called •Stormang*. 
The stockholders are the Soviet and Mongolian gov er nments ~ 
each having an. equal nmaber of shares* Officially the *Stor- 
nong" is headed by the Ministry of Trade and all exports end 
Imports are handled through this media* 



4* Ques t How far has the industrialisation of Outer Mongolia 
gone? <— either in regard to processing locally its agricul- 
tural raw materials or prospecting and development of mineral 
and other natural resources? 



Ana: Industrialization in the Mongolian People’s Republic 
(MFR) is still lagging behind. There are a few sawmills, 
several factories making leather goods and wool processing 
plants which are small operations* There is a combine In 
Ulan Bator with nail factories making leather gofcds, wool 
products, canned neat and milk, glue, and bristle brushes. 
To my knowledge there are no industrial complexes which 
could be classified as either heavy or llgit metallurgical 
establishments . According to recent data available to me 
there are about 10, OCX} industrial workers in all of the KPR 
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and 700 of these are employed la the coal mines of Nalaikha* 
It is possible that the figure of 10,000 industrial workers 
includes those Mongols who are working on the railroad can— 
meeting Ulan Bator with the Trans-Siberian Railroad* These 
railroad workers would all be uns kil led as would workers in 
the Tarious nineral exploitation projects* Soviets bold all 
responsible positions in land and air transportation facili- 
ties* 



5. Ques t Are there any traces in Outer Mongolia of pan-Mongol 
sentiments, or evidence of a desire to absorb Inner Mongolia 
or the Mongol provinces of Manchuria with or without Soviet 
assistance* 

Ans » At present there are no definite signs of the existence 
of Bsn-Mb&gollan tendencies which might lead to the absorp- 
tion of Inner Mongolia* The people of the HPR are hesitant 
to move in this direction because of the large Chinese popu- 
lation tha t would go along with the annexation* Tbs HPR 
would liku to take over the Barga region of Manchuria and 
the border areas of Inner Mongolia in which the Mongol popu- 
lation far exceeds the Chinese* There have been no serious 
Pan-Mongolian manifestations for the last 10 to 15 years* 

6* Quas i What is the state of literacy and education generally? 
to what extent are young Mongols being given professional 
and technical education in the U.S.S.K. 

Ans i The state of literacy is not very good. At present 
about 2056 of the MFR population can read after a fashion* 

Only lOJf of the population have had a primary or secondary 
school education, have completed high school and only 
about 2 % have a university education (not necessarily gradu- 
ates)* Most all of the technical and higher than high school 
education for Mongols is conducted in Burlat-Mongolian ASSR 
with a small percentage being done in Moscow* It is possible 
to get advance training in Ulan Bator In the field of educa- 
tion, language, history, nursing, midwifery and subjects of 
a non- technical nature* Medicine, engineering, technology, 
mathematics, natural sciences and physical sciences are 
taught only under Sovirt sponsorship outside the HPR. The 
government of the MIR ie making advances in the education 
field through the organization of a university in Ulan Bator* 
In 1940-1941 the number of Mongols going to Moscow for study 
was about 2,000* 
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Qttw i Have the lamas and lamaseries been physically 
liquidated or do the foraer still exist in sufficient 
numbers, though severely restricted in poser and possess- 
ions, to be used as political pawns by the Kremlin in 
Tibet or other Buddhist countries? 

Ans i Lamas and lamaseries still exist in a fev places but 
the number is very small. In Ulan Bator and few of the 
larger population areas lamaseries still exist Just aa in 
the USSR where there are churches in the urban areas. Zt 
ia possible to watch and control the religious practises in 
crowded areas while in the villages and nomadic areas it 
would be impossible. While 1 do not know for sure, Z pre- 
sons the church in the MFR serves the sane purpose as la 
the USSR and that it is used for political and propaganda 
activities* 

Ques t Bow^/fs ' baa tfarx-tenlnism permeated the Mongol 
psyche and tradition? 

Ans i Only superficial Handst-Ienlnlst ideas have touched 
the people of the KPR. Sot enough tine has elapsed for . 
c arious thinkers to be developed and trained in MeradLam- 
lenlnlsm theory. In tine there will be Mongols who have 
been thoroughly indoctrinated as there are many serious stu- 
dents being trained ia Moscow now. 

Ques t What is the position of the former Chinese Cosssznl— n 
ties in Outer Mongolia? Is there any Information regarding 
relations (if any; between Comaunist China and Outer Mon- 
golia today? 

Ans i . Practically all of the Chinese communities In the MFR 
were wiped out in 1930-1932 and only small isolated group s 
remained — primarily traders. It is not known whether 
Chinese have been invited to return since MFR was liberated* 




